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INSTRUCTIONS FOR REVIEWERS

(Adapted from W. K. Estes and J. F. Kihlstrom)

When evaluating manuscripts for Psychological Science, please bear in mind that papers published in the journal should meet unusually high standards.  It goes without saying that the manuscript should meet the usual standards of competence for the major psychological journals.  In addition, the paper should be marked by some element of distinctiveness: theoretical significance, timeliness, or interdisciplinary interest.  A paper that is understandable or of interest only to readers who work in the same area as the author should be submitted to one of the more specialized journals.

Readability is also an important criterion, though not at the cost of the precision that should mark all good scientific writing.

We hope to get along without the detailed, multi-page critiques that have come to be the norm for many psychological journals.  It will serve our needs if you simply write a short, candid note with your opinion and the basis for it.  If you see fit, you can append a few more detailed paragraphs.  In addition, please complete the rating form on the opposite side of this page and return it with your review.

In order to enable us to publish truly timely articles, and also to compensate contributors somewhat for the risk of rejection we wish to provide fast turnaround in the editorial process.  Accordingly, and in view of our strong preference for relatively short reviews, we hope that you will make the extra effort needed to provide the review within three weeks.  

Please consider the contents of the manuscript to be privileged information, to be used for no purpose other than a review ‑‑ except, of course, with the written permission of the author.  Unless otherwise advised, you should destroy the manuscript once you have completed your review.  

Thank you for your help and your service to the field.

Please use this form for your ratings ONLY.  If you want to e-mail us your ratings and overall recommendation, that is fine.
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Ms. #_____-__________          Reviewer:___________________________________

Please rate the enclosed manuscript on the following scales:
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                                          Poor         Marginal      Adequate    Excellent

1)  _____Subject matter appropriate for Psychological Science
2)  _____Importance of subject matter

3)  _____Attention to relevant literature

4)  _____Design of research (if research report)

5)  _____Analysis of data (if research report)

6)  _____ Interpretation of results; discussion; conclusions

7)  _____Clarity of presentation

8)  _____Length, succinctness

Recommendation:

_____Accept as is

_____Accept subject to revisions

_____Revise and resubmit

_____Reject

