
Using Prior Learning to Facilitate 
the Learning of New Causal Theories 

Background: OCCAM 
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Figure 2: Disp~~i,kncd atbibuta. “propel” k the mnceptua, 
dependency ad for the spplicatkn M a physical force, 
“mwe” ir P mavemeo, a, P body part, “mbuild” is the 
mating of P decision. Note that the atbibutc iiskd for each 
disposition is holy ,he initial attribute assc&,ed wbb the 
disposition. 

How can prior leaning facilitate the selection d ,he cmren, tes* 
hypxhesis of a su of con&em hypotheses? One simpk ap,xoach might 
be u) keep track of tie atnibutes which have enrered inlo previous 
suwf”, hypotheses. For example, consider a child eating ~iecea of a 

An Example 
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pmeeaba”eagoalefpmsxvkg Lbehcal*ef,b&cbildrmlbi$~ 
klKwkd*e plwided an eaplamtiee for P ,mrm, payieg ,he m k 
kideeppkb!, which ambled OCCAM ,e - a kdeappkg scheme by 
upknatieI-based kamieg ,cchniqw. 
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